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Lesson Plan 
 
Course/Grade Level: Humanities:   
 
• Grade 6 
 
Topic/Title:  
 
• Describing a Person 
 
Historical Time Period(s):   
 
• Contemporary America (1945-present) 
 
Thematic Question:  
 
• How can you keep memories alive? 
 
Standards/Benchmarks/Indicators  
 
• Common Core:  Writing standard  
 
   2.  Write informative/explanatory text to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts and   
        information through the selection, organization and analysis of relevant content.   
 
• Common Core:  Speaking and Listening 
  
         1.  Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher- 
              led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing 
              their own clearly. 
 
         5.  Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations when appropriate to 
              enhance the development of main ideas or themes.  
 
• Common Core: Reading- Key Ideas and Details  
 
            2.  Determine a theme or central idea of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text and how it 
                 is conveyed through particular details; summarize the text distinct from personal opinions or 
                 judgments. 
 
Materials/Resources:   
 
1. McDougal Littel Language Arts textbook/copy of the story “Nadia the Willful”.  ANY story 
focusing on the topic of keeping memories alive would be suitable for this lesson plan. 
 
2. Writing prompt for class:  Write a focused description of a person.  You should have many details 
and should tell why the person is important to you. 
 
  
3. Interview Questions 
 
4. Flip camera to record interview with person (or for use in class as practice) 
 
5. Rubric: Describing a Person (attached)  
 
6. Exemplar essay (attached) 
 
7. Computers/IPads to type their descriptive writing piece 
 
8. Projector or Smart board for presentations 
 
Motivation (Attention Grabber):  
 
1. CAN MEMORIES KEEP THE PAST ALIVE? Quickwrite  Think about a happy or important 
     occasion you want to remember.  It might be a wedding, a birthday, or a day spent with friends.   
      
2. Write down some ideas about how you can preserve this memory.   
 
3. Students can share their responses when they are finished writing. 
 
Activities: 
 
1. Begin with the Quickwrite & class discussion. 
 
2. Begin reading “Nadia the Willful” or story chosen by teacher that reflects the theme of keeping 
someone or something’s memory alive.  This story should help make connections with a real-life 
example of keeping memories alive 
.   
3. After reading, present students with writing prompt:  WRITING FROM YOUR LIFE-Write a 
focused description of a person.  Your description should have many details and should tell why 
the person is important to you.  People to consider: 
a. A person you know very well 
b. A person who has influenced you 
c. A family member or neighbor who helped you 
 
4. Interview 
a. Students will schedule their interviews 
b. Choose questions to be asked during interview  
c. Use their flip cameras to record interview 
 
5.  When students have completed their interviews, they will respond to the writing prompt using the     
     writing process (pre-writing, drafting, revising, editing, publishing) 
 
        6.  Present students with a copy of rubric and exemplar so your expectations are clear. 
 
Assessment: 
 
        1.  Rubric: Describing a Person 
  
 

